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It won’t be long now... Our Special Assembly is just a matter of
months away.

We are confident in our programme – that it will be stimulating,
challenging and relevant to Christ’s mission in the 21st century.

We are confident in your response – that congregations will see
the Special Assembly as a further opportunity in transition  from
“mission plan  prepared“ to “ mission plan implemented” and
will carefully choose and send people who will help in this
process.

Above all else, we are Confident in Christ – that by His Spirit He
will inspire, enthuse and enable us to catch a fresh vision of how
we might proclaim Jesus as Lord in the face of global challenge,
social change and the church on the margins.

Coleraine 2010 awaits you.

Colin Morrison and David Thompson
Co Conveners of the 2010 Special Assembly Committee

Foreword
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• strike a note of confidence in
God and his gospel
• encourage and inspire delegates
in their Christian life
• focus on being not doing
• proclaim the wonder of grace
and its implications
• be a joyous experience and
celebrate the good news

Our hope: In an
atmosphere of praise
and fellowship, through
keynote addresses and
seminar programmes
the Special Assembly
aims to:
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Speakers &
Seminar Leaders

Ajith is a much travelled and appreciated preacher and author whose ministry
in the written and spoken word has been a blessing to many. We look forward to
him opening God’s word to us each evening.

Rev Ajith Fernando
(National Director, Youth for Christ, Sri Lanka)

He writes: “I look forward to being with the Irish people once more. Sri Lanka has been
enriched by several Irish missionaries, many of whom have had wonderfully effective
ministries. This has prompted many Christians to think that the Irish culture has many
similarities to the Sri Lankan culture. Indeed, I can think of many similarities in our
respective histories. But I am coming there primarily not as a Sri Lankan but as a fellow
Christian wanting to share something from God’s Word. Please pray that what I say will
be what God wants me to say to your people.”

Evening Celebrations
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Tuesday: Jesus is Lord in the face of global challenge
Rev Dr Stafford Carson
(1st Portadown Presbyterian Church)
Coming to the Assembly fresh from his year as Moderator of the General Assembly
Dr Carson has ministered in both Ireland and the USA.

Wednesday: Jesus is Lord in the face of social change
Rev David Bruce
(Executive Secretary, Board of Mission in Ireland)
Having worked previously in parish ministry and for Scripture Union, in his present
role David carries significant responsibility for enabling mission in the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland

Thursday: Jesus is Lord in the face of the church on the margins
Rev John Woodside
(Drogheda Presbyterian Church)
John currently ministers in a situation where the local church is growing significantly. He
has previously ministered in two other congregations - one in Northern Ireland and one
in the Republic of Ireland.

Speakers:
Morning Programme
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Majed Tinwani - Majed grew up in a Middle Eastern country and was committed
deeply to his Muslim faith. Following his conversion to Christ he was disowned by his
family and had to leave his native country. Majed works in the media department of
Arab World Ministries, using his native language and management skills in the
production of Arabic literature and media projects.

Rev Dr Ron Elsdon became Rector of St Batholomew’s Stranmillis in April 2002.
Before ordination he worked as a geologist at University College Dublin. A Christian
since research student days, he wants to commend the Christian faith to people
tempted to write it off. He has written and lectured widely on science and faith,
Christianity and green issues, and the ethics of information technology. He hates the
thought of ‘religion’ that doesn’t work in the rest of life.

Rev. Prof. Stephen Williams - From 1980 to 1991, Stephen Williams taught
Theology in the United Theological College of the Presbyterian Church in Wales.
Following three years at a theological research institute in Oxford (1991-4), he was
appointed to his present position  teaching Systematic Theology at Union Theological
College in Belfast.

Tim Magowan - Tim Magowan is the Director of Tearfund Northern Ireland and Team
Leader of Tearfund’s Devolved Nations team. Before this, he worked for 2 years as a
probation officer and for 5 years as Christian Aid’s Youth Coordinator in Ireland . Tim is
a member of Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian church, where he coordinates the
Church, Community and Change programme.

Rev Douglas Mark – Ordained in 1974 Douglas Mark has over 20 years’ experience of
pastoral ministry – in situations as diverse as East Belfast, Killyleagh, North Carolina,
Alabama and Newtownabbey.  Since 1996 he has been working in Ireland and abroad
with Open Doors a charity serving persecuted Christians worldwide. 

Seminar leaders:
Tuesday 17th August
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In selecting your delegates please take into account the value of them being able to
attend on a residential basis.

REGISTRATION FEES:

ON CAMPUS
There are 300 en-suite single rooms on the University campus. The cost of bed and
breakfast for 3 nights with morning tea/coffee and a packed lunch and tea/coffee on
the 2 evenings of the Late Night Extra is £150 per person.

NEAR CAMPUS
An additional 150 single bedrooms are available in Cromore Court and Atlantic Court
opposite the University and within walking distance of the campus. They are adjacent
to the railway station serving the University. These rooms are grouped in clusters of
4 and 5 with each cluster having a kitchen/sitting area and one or 2 bathrooms with
a shower; the WC is separate. The cost for the same package as University
accommodation is £120 per person. The lower fee takes into account the lack of
ensuite facilities. 

There are rooms suitable for wheel-chair users at the University, Cromore and Atlantic
Courts. Rooms at the University and Cromore Court will be allocated on a first come
first served basis and when filled then in Atlantic Court.

DAILY REGISTRATION FEE
The daily registration fee is £25 and this includes morning tea/coffee, a packed lunch
and tea/coffee on the evening of a Late Night Extra.

Whether your delegates are residential or coming on a daily basis please provide full
names and addresses (including post code) on the registration form which is part of
this booklet.

Registration



REGISTRATION

R
egistration

Form
N

B
 A

ttendance w
ill be lim

ited to the first 900 delegates registered so please
book early and by 31 M

arch 2010 at the latest.

H
ow

 m
an

y deleg
ates can

 w
e sen

d?
The objective is to open up the Special Assembly to as wide a range of delegates as possible
and particularly young people over 18 years of age. While the choice of delegates is a matter
for Kirk Sessions it should be remembered that there are often people of vision outside of the
formal leadership. 

9



CO
NG

RE
GA

TIO
N:

PR
ES

BY
TE

RY
:

DE
LE

GA
TE

 A
Na

me
:

Ad
dre

ss:
Po

stc
od

e: 
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Em
ail

:   
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Te
lep

ho
ne

:
Ple

as
e s

pe
cif

y a
ny

 di
eta

ry 
req

uir
em

en
ts:

DE
LE

GA
TE

 B
Na

me
:

Ad
dre

ss:
Po

stc
od

e: 
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Em
ail

:   
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Te
lep

ho
ne

:
Ple

as
e s

pe
cif

y a
ny

 di
eta

ry 
req

uir
em

en
ts:

DE
LE

GA
TE

 C
Na

me
:

Ad
dre

ss:
Po

stc
od

e: 
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Em
ail

:   
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

Te
lep

ho
ne

:
Ple

as
e s

pe
cif

y a
ny

 di
eta

ry 
req

uir
em

en
ts:

CH
ILD

CA
RE

:  P
lea

se
 in

clu
de

 th
e f

am
ily

 na
me

 an
d a

ge
s o

f c
hil

dre
n

(as
 at

 Au
gu

st 
20

10
) f

or 
wh

om
 ch

ild
 ca

re,
 if 

av
ail

ab
le,

 w
ou

ld 
be

 he
lpf

ul.

D
el

eg
at

es
In

 t
he

 e
ve

nt
 o

f 
m

or
e 

th
an

 t
hr

ee
 d

el
eg

at
es

, p
le

as
e 

ei
th

er
ph

ot
oc

op
y 

th
is

 f
or

m
 o

r 
do

w
nl

oa
d 

ex
tr

a 
co

pi
es

 f
ro

m
w

w
w

.p
re

sb
yt

er
ia

ni
re

la
nd

.o
rg

/c
on

fi
de

nt

RE
GIS

TR
AT

IO
N N

O.

RE
FE

RE
NC

E N
O.

10



DELEGATE A
COST

R
esidential

(on cam
pus
) £150 for 3 nights

�
R

esidential
(A

tlantic / C
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ore
) £120 for 3 nights

�
D

ay V
isitor

£25 per day 
(please circle the num

ber of days this delegate w
ill attend

:  1  2  3  )
�

E
vening M

eals
£14.10 per meal

(please circle the evening(s) required
:  Mon  Tues  Wed  )
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DELEGATE B
COST
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esidential
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) £150 for 3 nights
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£25 per day 
(please circle the num

ber of days this delegate w
ill attend

:  1  2  3  )
�
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eals
£14.10 per meal

(please circle the evening(s) required
:  Mon  Tues  Wed )

�
T

O
TA

L F
O

R
 T

H
IS

 D
E

LE
G

A
T

E
�

Costs:
11
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Please return form and cheque to:
Stanley McDowell, 209 Bangor Road, Holywood, BT18 0JG

Com
plete this form

 and return:

Enclosed is a cheque, payable to Presbyterian Church in Ireland, for:

Paym
ent:.

DELEGATE C
COST

R
esidential

(on cam
pus
) £150 for 3 nights

�
R

esidential
(A

tlantic / C
rom

ore
) £120 for 3 nights

�
D

ay V
isitor

£25 per day 
(please circle the num

ber of days this delegate w
ill attend

:  1  2  3  )
�

E
vening M

eals
£14.10 per meal

(please circle the evening(s) required
:  Mon  Tues  Wed )

�
T

O
TA

L F
O

R
 T

H
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 D
E
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A
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E
�

GRAND TOTAL
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• Every congregation which is a single charge:
3 delegates, one of whom may be the minister.

• More than one congregation in a charge:
4 delegates, one of whom may be the minister, provided that 2 or more of the congregations
register delegates

• Associate Ministers, Assistant Ministers, full tim
e paid Youth W

orkers and
Deaconessesworking in congregations may be registered in addition to the above numbers.

• Retired Ministers undertaking paid work in congregationsother than their own e.g.
pastoral visitation or similar, may register in their own right.

• Boards of the Church may register persons in their service who they deem would benefit
from the Special Assembly.
ADDITIONAL PLACES
Depending on the number of registrations there may be the opportunity for congregations
to be given additional places.

If your congregation would be interested in additional places
available from 1 April 2010, please tick this box

16

- R1 -



REGISTRATION

SEMINARS
The daily theme will be addressed in morning worship and developed in the subsequent
seminars. These will be held in various lecture theatres and the location for each seminar will
be determined by the number of delegates registering for it. Information about the location
will be made available to delegates in due course.

We would encourage your delegates to spread their attendance over as many seminars as
possible each day. Not only will this widen their learning opportunities but it will ensure that
the maximum number of congregations can be represented at each seminar.

Delegate preferences will be allocated on a first come first served basis so it is in your
congregation’s interest to register as soon as possible. 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS
If any of your delegates have special dietary requirements please indicate on the registration
form. These would arise from a medical condition such as allergy e.g. dairy or nut, celiac or
similar. It is not possible to take account of personal preferences. 

REGISTRATION OF DELEGATES 
It may be that you wish to reserve places but are not certain as to the identity of your
delegates. This is possible provided you send the appropriate registration fee(s) with the
form and at a later date submit the names and addresses. 

EVENING MEALS
Evening meals may be booked for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at a cost of £14.10 for
a hot main course, dessert and tea/coffee/juice. Please make bookings on the registration
form and include the payment with the delegate’s fee.

MUSIC
Leading the worship will be a group of 25 musicians and singers directed by Karen Campbell
(minister 1st Presbyterian Islandmagee) assisted by her husband David. With the intention
of resourcing the church, the musicians are gathered from rural and urban presbyterian
churches.  The praise selected is intended to represent our own strong Reformed Presbyterian
tradition but also connects us with the global, contemporary worship community.  Come
prepared to enter into the worship of God and at the same time learn something new.

STEWARDING
If you know of anyone with the requisite personal qualities who is interested in being a
steward please send the details to Stanley McDowell along with your Registration Form.
Free accommodation will be provided.

17
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Andrew Masters is the Director of Youth and Family Work at Railway Street
Presbyterian Church. Andrew has a Masters degree in Entrepreneurial Leadership from
the Mosaic Leadership Centre in Los Angeles, California where he lived for two years.
Prior to that Andrew spent three years working for Youth for Christ both locally and
nationally. Andrew lives in Lisburn with his wife, Dana, and their bonsai tree, “King
Bruce”.

Rev Dr John Dunlop - John Dunlop was the minister of Rosemary Presbyterian
Church in North Belfast for 26 years. Prior to that he worked with the United Church in
Jamaica for ten years. Along with Rev. Alistair Kennedy, he was the co-convener of the
1990 Coleraine Assembly, the first of the Special Assemblies.  In 1992 he was elected
Moderator of the General Assembly.

Wilson and Irene McMahon - Wilson and Irene have been members of Overseas
Missionary Fellowship International since 1989 and served for 14 years as church
planters in the Philippines. They are directors for OMF in Ireland. Since returning to
Ireland in 2003 they have also made time to serve foreign nationals living in their
home town of Antrim, and to help equip churches reach out to them in friendship.
They are members of 1st Antrim Presbyterian Church.

Vivienne Morrow-Murtagh is originally from Lisburn  Co. Antrim but now lives in
County Kildare with her husband Brian and teenage sons Joshua and Nathan. She is a
therapist in private practice in Lucan Co Dublin and helped found AIDS Caring
Education and Training (ACET) in the Republic of Ireland. Since then she has worked as
a trainer educator and counsellor to both staff and clients. She worships at Lucan
Presbyterian Church.

Starting from their own attendance at a marriage enrichment event 18 years ago,
Jeremy & Heather Eves have led and developed marriage preparation and
enrichment courses for their own and many other congregations and settings. They
seek to uphold Christian marriage in a secular age whilst making their courses
relevant and accessible even to those whose church involvement is at best tenuous.
They will offer examples of some models of how marriage preparation and ministry
can be a rich resource for the development of congregational life and outreach.  They
are members of Bangor West congregation.

Seminar leaders:
Wednesday 18th August
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Canon David McClay is a rector in East Belfast, and also heads up New Wine Ireland. He is
passionate about reaching out with the gospel to those who are yet uncommitted and
unconvinced, and tries to empower others to do that in a variety of ways in Willowfield Church
and Willowfield Parish Community Association. He is increasingly convinced that God wants us
to press into Him until we see heaven invade earth and God daily adding to His church all
around us those who are becoming Christians. David and Hilary have three children - Cherith,
Ruth and Jordan.

Rev Karen Campbell - Karen Campbell is minister of First Presbyterian Church Islandmagee.
From 1994-98 she was musical director of Adelaide Road Presbyterian Church, Dublin. After
that, she spent 3 years working in Nairobi, Kenya at a Christian university teaching music as
well as  travelling to different countries in Africa leading worship workshops. She has done
extensive research into the songs of the suffering people of Sudan and some of this research
was published in a chapter of 'All the world is singing: Glorifying God through the Worship
Music of the Nations'. Since 2001, her interest has been worship renewal within the PCI context.

Rev John Dickinson - John Dickinson is minister of Carnmoney church, having previously
served in Killyleagh and Seaview. Evangelism, particularly through the Alpha Course, and 24/7
Prayer have increasingly become major elements of his ministry and the life of Carnmoney.

Rev Prof Drew Gibson - As Professor of Practical Theology at Union Theological College
Drew teaches and coordinates teaching in pastoral care, missiology and homiletics. Pastorally,
he believes that fellowship embraces all of life. Missionally, he is concerned about the role that
sport plays in contemporary society. He promotes creative faithfulness to Scripture as the heart
of preaching. 

Rev Dr Rodger Crooks - Born in Nigeria and converted in his late teens, Rodger Crooks is
minister of Belvoir Presbyterian Church. He is married to Joan, has three grown up children,
enjoys curries, is passionate about small churches, loves listening to Bruce Springsteen, and has
an unhealthy obsession with Manchester United.

Rev Tom Wilson – Tom Wilson is minister of Kilmakee church, Seymour Hill. Over the past ten
years as a Spiritual Director he has led numerous retreats and taught a range of courses to
enable people to practice spiritual disciplines in such a way that they receive and respond to
God's grace in their lives.'

Rev Jim and Alison McCaughan - Jim and Alison McCaughan came to First Dunboe in 1982.
Through the changes of the last 28 years the number of families has grown by over 50% and
eight members have gone into full-time Christian ministry. The congregation actively reaches
out to the local community and to holiday visitors.

Seminar leaders:
Thursday 19th August
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Daily
Programme

DAILY PROGRAMME

MORNING WORSHIP
While wanting to remain confident in Christ and the power of the gospel to transform
lives and communities, the unparalleled rate of change in society in recent decades
often leaves us bewildered. In our morning programme, three of our local leaders will
survey the realities of the global challenge, social change and the marginalisation of
the church, then help us take fresh confidence in the unchanging Lordship of Christ. 

EVENING CELEBRATIONS 
Each evening provides an opportunity to come together to celebrate our confidence in
Christ through inspiring worship and the encouragement of the ministry of God’s
Word. Coming from outside our culture, guest speaker Ajith Fernando will help us to
look again at ourselves as a church, our Western culture and the call to be God’s people
at this time and in this place. 

SEMINARS 
It is easy to come to conferences and find ourselves inspired about nothing in
particular! Our confidence in Christ needs to impact the ways in which we act and
react to the everyday challenges of life and mission. The seminar programme offers a
variety of ways to earth the teaching of the morning programme in terms of our
response to particular issues facing us as individuals and a church. 

LATE NIGHT EXTRA
For the young, the young at heart or other insomniacs – the late night sessions offer
an informal opportunity to enjoy some craic, music and fellowship as well as further
reflecting on what God has been saying through the themes for each day.

Monday 16th August
OPENING CELEBRATION 7.30pm - 9.00pm in the marquee
Ajith Fernando
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Tuesday 17th August

DAILY PROGRAMME

MORNING WORSHIP 9.30am - 10.45am in the marquee
Confident in Christ in the Face of Global Challenge
Worship and biblical exposition
Stafford Carson

10:45am to 11:30am Coffee etc on the Bridge

SEMINARS 11.30am - 1pm

Islam – Threat or Opportunity? Majed Tinawi
Understanding Islamic belief and mindset; Sharing the gospel with Muslim people.

Weather Warning! Ron Elsdon
The congregation’s response to environmental issues.

Militant Atheism - The Dangerous Delusion Stephen Williams
Answering the hostile opponents of Christianity

Mix’n’Match Faith Ajith Fernando
Declaring Christ’s uniqueness in a pluralist society

Loving the Disadvantaged Tim Magowan
Acting justly and showing mercy in the global village                                                                                       

Costly Discipleship Douglas Mark
Staying informed and standing with persecuted believers

The Lordship of Christ Stafford Carson
Thinking globally, acting locally

EVENING CELEBRATION 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the marquee 
Ajith Fernando

LATE NIGHT EXTRA 9:30pm to 10:30pm in the Octagon
A relaxing way to end the day followed by coffee etc on the Bridge
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Wednesday 18th August

DAILY PROGRAMME

MORNING WORSHIP 9.30am - 10.45am in the marquee
Confident in Christ in the Face of Social Change
Worship and biblical exposition
David Bruce

10:45am to 11:30am Coffee etc on the Bridge

SEMINARS 11.30am - 1pm

Re-imagining Church David Bruce
It’s Church, Jim, but not as we know it!

Moulded by the World Andy Masters
Popular culture and the Gospel, are we speaking the same language?

I shop therefore I am John Dunlop
Escaping the consumer mindset

Who is my Neighbour? Wilson & Irene McMahon
Welcoming immigrants into our community and congregations

Valuing the Family Jeremy & Heather Eves
Building strong families in a fragmenting culture                                                                                               

Lost in the Labyrinth? Vivienne Morrow-Murtagh
The beauty and brokenness of human sexuality

From Conflict to Peace A Panel Presentation
Stories of Transformation

EVENING CELEBRATION 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the marquee
Ajith Fernando

LATE NIGHT EXTRA 9:30pm to 10:30pm in the Octagon
A relaxing way to end the day followed by coffee etc on the Bridge
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Thursday 19th August
MORNING WORSHIP 9.30am - 10.45am in the marquee
Confident in Christ in the Face of the Church on the Margins
Worship and biblical exposition
John Woodside

10:45am to 11:30am Coffee etc on the Bridge

SEMINARS 11.30am - 1pm

Stepping Stones John Woodside
How a congregation can step out with the gospel

Stranger at the Gate David McClay
Engaging with the local community

Worship renewal within PCI Karen Campbell
Sunday Worship –  dead routine or living encounter?

You shall be my Witnesses John Dickinson
Effective methods of sharing the good news

More than a cup of tea? Drew Gibson
Creating true fellowship in a lonely age                                                                                                         

Signs of Grace Rodger Crooks
Gaining maximum benefit from Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Spiritual Disciplines Tom Wilson
Nurturing growth in grace

Life in the country Jim and Alison McCaughan
Seeing growth in a rural setting

CLOSING CELEBRATION AND COMMUNION 3:00pm to 5:00pm in the marquee
Ajith Fernando



Please pray
for the

• evening speaker Ajith Fernando
• morning speakers

David Bruce, Stafford Carson 
and John Woodside

• seminar speakers
• musicians and others who

will lead
• congregations as they select 

conference delegates
• sense of God’s presence enabling

us to be “Confident in Christ”

For further information, visit:
www.presbyterianireland.org/confident


